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Coordinator’s Corner 
Dear PEPFAR Partners and Stakeholders, 
 
Thank you for the positive comments and feedback received on PEPFAR 
Malawi’s first Connect Newsletter. A lot has happened not only in the PEPFAR 
space but nationally since our May issue. I want to start off by expressing deep 
appreciation to our implementing partners and frontline healthcare providers 
who have been directly and indirectly impacted by COVID-19. Community 
transmission has exponentially increased over the last couple of weeks and 
now more than ever, we need everyone to actively participate in protective 
measures. The COVID-19 pandemic continues to grow rapidly, with an average 
of about 100 new cases per day currently up from about 10  cases/day one 
month ago . While many socio-economic factors facing Malawians is very 
different from the West and other countries, the science does tell us that 
correct and consistent use of facial coverings combined with social distancing 
(maintaining at least one meter distance from another person), handwashing 
with soap and water or sanitizers, and the avoidance of large crowds helps 
mitigate the spread of the coronavirus. 
 
There are many synergies and lessons learned from the HIV epidemic that can 
be leveraged as we adapt to the COVID-19 environment. We’ve learned from 
the HIV response that education and literacy are key inputs into both achieving 
and sustaining epidemic control. Once an individual is educated on their 
potential risk factors for HIV, seeks and accesses testing services and remains 
adherent to their antiretroviral treatment if identified as HIV positive; the 
transmission cycle can be broken. A client who stays on their treatment and 
has an undetectable viral load cannot transmit the virus to a loved one. 
Likewise, as we become more educated on the key drivers influencing COVID-
19 transmission, we can seek appropriate services and take preventative 
measures that not only protect ourselves but the people we love. 
 
This edition highlights the significant contributions of US government staff 
departing Malawi after several years of service, implementing partner 
submissions to the virtual International AIDS Conference-AIDS 2020, local 
innovations, as well as, a spotlight on COVID-19. While we are hopeful for a 
cure for both HIV and COVID-19, we do know one truth: Prevention is Better 
than Cure. 
 
Stay safe and thanks for reading! 
Cheers 
Funmi 

Did you know? 
-Rate of new HIV Infections among Adolescent Girls and Young Women (AGYW) in Malawi is eight times greater 
than their male counterparts (Source: Angelo Achetraker opening remarks).  

-Girl Effect Zathu a culture brand in Malawi praised for its work with community members to deliver messages on 
gender norms, equality and friendship between girls and boys as part of increasing access to health information 
and services (Source : Multisector Alliances Session — DREAMS, Radian, MenStar Alliance, Commitment to Partner-
ship in Addressing H/AIDS in Southern States).  

AIDS 2020 

Thank you to all presenters and 

attendees of the July 6 – 10, 

2020 AIDS 2020 conference. For 

those unable to attend, the virtual 

gathering covered various tech-

nical/subject matter tracks (basic; 

clinical; prevention; socio-

behavioral; implementation sci-

ence; and political, legal and hu-

man rights research).  

A number of sessions highlighted 
current updates and best practices 
from partners and service delivery 
experiences in Malawi. 

Several presentations including an 
interview with Ambassador Birx 
are publicly available for individu-
als unable to formally access the 
conference. Please visit 
AIDS2020.org   
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PEPFAR has developed a new website (HIVhistory.org), which consists of an online version of  digital historical 

timeline of the HIV response and the U.S. government's leadership in it from 1981-present as well as an AIDS 2020 

landing page with links to key PEPFAR-related content related to the conference. 

This edition shares posters and an abstract from FHI360 which were presented at this years International AIDS 

Conference: 

What are your key takeaways? Please share them with the PEPFAR team by 

emailing LilongwePEPFARCoord@state.gov by August 15th, 2020. 

 

The next PEPFAR Connect Newsletter will highlight Malawi government officials,   

implementing partners, CSOs and activists viewpoints on AIDS 2020 so we  

want to hear from you.  

                                                           

In the photo, Maureen  Luba, Africa Region Advocacy Advisor, AVAC/COMPASS, 

facilitating a workshop on Data-Driven Advocacy in 2020 and Beyond: Tools and 

tactics for civil society to define and win high-impact change in the HIV response. 

 

Maureen Luba, AVAC/COMPASS, Facilitating a Session at AIDS 2020 

 Data-Driven Advocacy in 2020 and Beyond 

https://iascslide.ctimeetingtech.com/aids2020/attendee/confcal_6/show/session/274
https://iascslide.ctimeetingtech.com/aids2020/attendee/confcal_6/show/session/274
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Thank you for your Service:  Staff Transitions 
An Interview with USAID Mission Director—Littleton Tazewell 
 
Looking back over the last 20? years of your career, you have had the opportunity to live in many coun-
tries and serve in many positions. Where have you lived and what positions have you held? Which 
posting has had the most influence on you and why? 

 
I joined USAID in 2000, so I have just completed 20 years of actu-
al service. I served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Nepal back in 
the mid-1980s, so I have 22 years of U.S. Government service 
credit. USAID postings include Guatemala, Kazakhstan, Panama, 
South Africa, and of course Malawi. Prior to joining USAID, I was 
living with Mary Carol and our children in Ecuador, where Mary 
Carol taught at an international school and I had an assortment 
of opportunities teaching international trade law, working with a 
local law firm, and supporting a local non-governmental organi-
zation. Each posting has had a unique influence on me, both as a 
person and as a leader, but two postings stand out, our time in 
Kazakhstan and our time in South Africa. I served in a regional 
position in Kazakhstan and worked with five U.S. Ambassadors in 
Central Asia soon after the start of the hostilities in Afghanistan, 
and during the period of “colored revolutions” globally.  
 
Most of the governments in the region suspected that USAID sup-
ported implementers were working with people that wanted to 

overthrow their governments. As USAID’s regional lawyer, it was a challenging and fascinating time, in a 
place very different from anywhere I had lived before. From my State Department, Millennium Challenge 
Corporation, CDC and USAID colleagues, I learned about diplomacy, the importance of relationships, and 
the power of civil society. In South Africa, where I served as the Deputy Mission Director for our Regional 
Program, I also worked with five Ambassadors, and learned about PEPFAR and the importance of data 
driven management, the challenges of regional organizations, and the critical role of the private sector to 
achieve development objectives. In South Africa, Mary Carol and I also developed deep relationships with-
in our faith community, where Mary Carol worked as the Mission Coordinator after completing her Semi-
nary studies. Living in South Africa when Nelson Mandela died, and participating in the celebration of his 
life, will always be a powerful lesson in how one person can impact so many in such positive ways. 
 
You've lived in Malawi for five years. What are some of your proudest moments/experiences here as 
Mission Director? 
 
Being part of a team that manages such an incredibly diverse and interesting portfolio makes it difficult to 
identify one moment or experience that particularly stands out. Nevertheless, the easy answer is the suc-
cessful, generally peaceful, and very professionally run presidential election that Malawi just concluded. 
During my first year in Malawi, I learned that Malawians lack agency. While I think that there are some 
elements of truth in that perspective, events that led up to the election, including the extraordinary perfor-
mance of the Judiciary, the Parliament, the Military, Civil Society and the youth, have demonstrated ex-
traordinary agency.  

(continued next page) 
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I am very proud of the small but important actions that USAID is doing to support increased citizen agency in Malawi, whether 
it is through the growing portfolio of awards with local partners, including the LocalWorks Umodzi cross-Mission effort, or the 
district and community work under LGAP, Tiwalere, our FFP portfolio, FISH (now REFRESH) and PERFOM (now Modern Cook-
ing). I am particularly proud of the USAID PEPFAR HIV Team which is been able to increase its portfolio with local organiza-
tions to 45% its PEPFAR budget, including preparing for USAID’s first Government to Government agreement to support hu-
man resources for health at the district level. I am also very proud of our interagency cooperation on the Secondary Education 
Expansion for Development program, which is about to complete construction of classroom blocks and latrines on the first 30 
sites, and is on its way to start construction on up to 200 new secondary schools. Our Education colleagues have done extraor-
dinary work to ensure the primary, secondary, and tertiary investments support the objectives of our PEPFAR program as they 
relate to adolescent girls and young women. To ensure that Malawi can support these institutions in the future, I also am 
proud that USAID is now working with the tobacco sector to support diversification away from tobacco to other agricultural 
products for export. 
 
What are your plans once you depart Post and what message would you leave for the generation taking up the HIV re-
sponse here in Malawi? 
When we depart post, I plan to retire. I may continue a part time relationship with USAID to provide career guidance to new 
Deputy Mission Directors, but my primary focus will be on establishing a new balance in life with a greater emphasis on spir-
itual matters. I hope to become involved in our hometown in restorative justice and racial reconciliation efforts. For all my col-
leagues who will be working on the HIV response in Malawi, I want to emphasize the importance of working together and cre-
ating an enabling work environment for each other. Too often, I feel that interagency rivalry can get in the way of good devel-
opment. The PEPFAR program would do well to look at how the development and diplomacy work of the Department of De-
fense, the Millennium Challenge Corporation, Peace Corps, State Department and USAID can help further our collective goals, 
and how PEPFAR can support the Government of Malawi on its journey to self-reliance. I hope that by achieving epidemic con-
trol, the PEPFAR team can shift some of its focus to ensuring Malawi is able to manage the epidemic in the long term as part 
of its overall health system, with adequate domestic resources and capacity to achieve true self-reliance. 

An Interview with Nicole Buono, Branch Chief—Health Services, CDC Malawi 

You have spent eight years in Malawi supporting the HIV response with the US government and an implementing partner. 
What are some of your proudest moments and what does Malawi's HIV response look like now compared to when you 
arrived? 
It’s exciting to see how far Malawi has come 
towards epidemic control. When I arrived, Mala-
wi was still basking in the B+ limelight which 
was amazing to see- such a bold move for a 
small country. I have always said that Malawi is 
the “little engine” that could. Despite the odds 
and despite the resource limitations, Malawi has 
achieved and will continue to achieve great 
things. Some of my favorite moments have been 
spending quality time with so many fantastic 
people that I have met along the way. In this 
photo I am at the annual Lighthouse community 
event in 2018 where I got to meet and dance 
with Lighthouse staff and members of the com-
munity ART groups. 
Malawi is expected to reach HIV epidemic control this year. What in your personal opinion is needed to sustain the HIV 
response? 
I think that the empowerment of PLHIV to know that they are in control their health and their lives should help people to stay 
on treatment. I am excited that the U=U initiative is getting funded, along with SMS results alerts. These activities have so 
much potential to transform the way that people see themselves and their own agency. 
Where is your journey taking you and what message would you leave for the generation taking up the HIV response?  
I will stay within the PEPFAR family for now mainly because I want to be part of the celebration when we achieve epidemic 
control (in Malawi and beyond). What a milestone in public health history that will be. I am not retiring yet, so no words for 

the next generation   but I am sure our paths will cross again.  Until then, stay well! 
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An Interview with Abu Ugbede-Ojo, Supply Chain Advisor, USAID 

Malawi 

You have spent eight years in Malawi supporting the HIV 
response with the US government and an implementing partner. 
What are some of your proudest moments and what does 
Malawi's HIV response look like now compared to when you 
arrived? 

Malawi has achieved incredible milestones in its national HIV 
response over the past decade, I will recall with pride how Malawi 
has consistently managed a national ART program, with zero stock 
outs of ARVs in the national system since I arrived Malawi in 2012. 
I appreciate the opportunity to work with the national program, 
USG team and other stakeholders to achieve this impressive result.  

Malawi is expected to reach HIV epidemic control this year. 
What in your personal opinion is needed to sustain the HIV 
response? 

The Government of Malawi is doing a great job collaborating with various stakeholders to curtail the 
impact of HIV/AIDs in the country. To reach HIV epidemic control, the national program should leverage its 
financial and human resources to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on service delivery and  
sustain the progress made across the program areas including supply chain management. The pandemic 
has disrupted the global health supply chain with increased risk on program implementation. To cope with 
the current situation, Malawi should consider adaptive measures and respond to emerging threats in the 
national HIV response. 

Where is your journey taking you and what message would you leave for the generation taking up the 
HIV response? 

After eight eventful years in Malawi, I have decided to explore new opportunities in the US. The HIV/AIDS 
landscape has evolved over the past years in a very positive direction, compared to when the virus was first 
detected some decades ago, thanks to innovations, global partnerships and country ownership. I will 

Abu at LLIN warehouse visit in LLW  in  August 2018 
before the last Mass  Campaign.  

PEPFAR COVID-19 Response Efforts  
There have been challenges in HIV program implementation in a post COVID-19 but PEPFAR continues to put in 

efforts by adjusting program requirements as reported in the Q2 POART results by program area as follows:- 

DREAMS 

 Smaller group meetings resumed from June  

 District coordination now done by implementing partners 

 PEPFAR Malawi working on formal coordination structure among partners in absence of Peace Corp Volun-

teers 

Retention Program 

PEPFAR made some programmatic adjustments which include: 

 Eligibility criteria for 6 monthly-multi dispensing has been relaxed 

 Now using phone appointment reminders 

 Virtual counselling for clients and; virtual mentorship and supervision for site-level providers. 

 

For more information on PEPFAR COVID-19 response efforts,  see page 6.  
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PEPFAR COVID-19 Response Efforts—in continuation,  nd below visual proposed 
responses and action plans for supply chain: 
 

AIDS 2020 continued … An abstract by Rodger Kumalire-Gondwe, ArtGlo, rodgerrphiri@googlemail.com 

Achieving Inclusive Health Practices Through Umunthu 

BACKGROUND: The purpose of the Umunthu program is to promote health access as a basic human right of LGBTI 
people in Malawi. To accomplish this, the program aims to reduce discrimination and build the capacity of civil socie-
ty and health service providers to support and implement inclusive health policies and practices. With specific re-
gards to HIV, global evidence demonstrates that stigma and discrimination prevent key populations from; seeking 
and accessing HIV testing, disclosing their HIV status, accessing and practicing prevention, accessing care, and adher-
ing to treatment'  
 
DESCRIPTION: ArtGlo harnesses the power of the arts to nurture creative leadership and to ignite bold conversations 
and actions. Umunthu program use art as a catalyst for discussion, providing a platform to address contentious hu-
man rights issues that have an implication on health. Umunthu is a Pan-African philosophical concept of humanity 
often defined in a phrase 'I am because we are.'   The project is being implemented in eight districts across Malawi. It 
has so far engaged 930 Frontline Health Workers, 310 community leaders, 60 grassroots organizations and 420 
Health Worker Students. 
 
LESSONS LEARNED: So far, the midline evaluation has indicated promising positive shifts in attitudes towards LGBTI 
people amongst frontline health service providers in Malawi. 78% of the trained clinicians are acknowledging the 
negative implication of discrimination in health service provision and are putting in place strategies to test, treat and 
manage HIV/AIDS, and promoting health-seeking behavior amongst key population groups and other vulnerable 
population, that have previously faced discrimination and shied away from accessing services. 
 
CONCLUSIONS: African culture and philosophy are diverse, evolving and subject to interpretation. It is possible to 
use African belief systems- specifically those focusing on interdependence and tolerance- to promote health-seeking 
behavior, getting the key population tested, enrolled in ART, ensure adherence and eventually achieve viral suppres-
sion. Confrontational approaches can lead to a backlash that entrenches people more firmly in their beliefs. Creative 
participatory approaches that work with participants'' familiar values and ideologies, and facilitate exploration of 
underlying basis of discrimination, could be an effective way of impacting popular thinking and achieve a positive 
shift of attitude towards LGBTI people. 

1

Successes Challenges: Product Supply COVID Support

 Received 70,000 LPV/r 125mg tablets 
shipment

 Implementing 6MMD for TLD

 Supply chain data collected through IPs 
and OpenLMIS

 DTG Transition progressing well

 Delayed shipments for LPVr due to 
production challenges

 Delayed shipment for VL controls 
due to COVID-19 – leading to VL 
backlog; shipment arrived in May 
2020 by charter flight

 April 2020 supervision was 
cancelled 

 Long lead times for LPV/r and AZT 
based formulations

 Currently adding COVID-19 products to 
OpenLMIS

 USSD platform for selected high 
frequency data collection at smaller 
sites 

Active ingredients remain a challenge 
for key products especially LPV/r/ 
Zidovudine and Abacavir

Supporting procurement, management, 
distribution and monitoring of COVID-19 
supply data for key products

* ART Cohort FY20 Q2, data excludes 174 sites 

Overall stockout rate below 5% across all 
product
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Supply Chain:  Ensuring HIV Commodity Availability amid COVID-19
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U.S. Ambassador’s PEPFAR 
Small Grants Program 

NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 

(NOFO)  

The U.S. Embassy in Lilongwe is pleased to 

announce that funding is available through 

its Ambassador’s PEPFAR Small Grants 

Program. Please visit www.grants.gov for 

full details of the Notice of Funding 

Opportunity (NOFO) (Search Funding 

Opportunity Number: DOS-APSGP-FY20-

001- Click  Package, view the notice and 

then download instructions)  

Applicants should obtain DUNS and NCAGE 
numbers and be registered in the System 
for Award Management (SAM)-Refer to full 
NOFO on www.grants.gov for details on 
registration. 
 

How to apply: Application Form Hard 
copies of the Application form can be 
collected at US Embassy Offices and NICO 
House in Lilongwe City Center during 
working hours or downloaded from U.S 
Embassy website at 

https://mw.usembassy.gov/embassy/

lilongwe/funding-opportunities/pepfar-

small-grants-program/ 

AIDS 2020 Abstract by McPherson Gondwe: 
Peer-led community-based interventions are effective in en-
suring HIV-positive men who have sex with men and 
transgender people achieve viral suppression: Evidence from 
Malawi 
 
BACKGROUND: Achieving the third 90 - 90% of people on an-
tiretroviral therapy (ART) virally suppressed - especially among 
key populations (KP), including men who have sex with men 
(MSM) and transgender people (TG), remains a major chal-
lenge across countries pursuing epidemic control. Between 
October 2018 and September 2019, the USAID/PEPFAR-
supported LINKAGES project, in collaboration with local part-
ner CEDEP, implemented community-led interventions in four 
districts of Malawi to support HIV-positive MSM and TG to 
achieve viral suppression. 
 
DESCRIPTION: LINKAGES introduced a combination of strate-
gies, including peer navigation and community-led support 
groups, to improve support for ART adherence and generate 
demand for viral load (VL) testing. Trained MSM and TG peer 
navigators (PNs) ' medication-adherent role models living with 
HIV 'provided enhanced support to HIV-positive peers through 
follow-up visits at their homes and 'safe spaces'. During the 
visits, PNs conducted motivational counseling sessions on the 
importance of ART adherence and benefits of VL testing. Elev-
en support groups were established to clients' literacy on VL, 
and drop-in centres (DICs) provided reminders to clients who 
were due for VL testing. Whole blood samples were collected 
from DICs and transported to laboratories for processing. Cli-
ents accessed results at DICs during routine subsequent visits. 
VL suppression was defined as <1000 copies/ml. 
 
LESSONS LEARNED: A total of 653 (570 MSM and 83 TG) rec-
ords of KPs living with HIV were reviewed to monitor VL sup-
pression trends over 12 months. Of these, 556 (85%) were on 
ART and 249 (44.7%) were due for VL monitoring. VL samples 
were collected and analyzed for 202 clients (81%) [176 MSM 
and 26 TG], and results were returned for 176 [150 MSM and 
26 TG]. Of the 176 with recorded results, 171 (96.6%) [145 
MSM and 26 TG] were virally suppressed, representing 96% 
and 100% suppression rates among MSM and TG, respectively. 
 
CONCLUSIONS: We achieved high rates of viral suppression 
among MSM and TG people with community-led adherence 
support and VL demand generation interventions, underscor-
ing the importance of community-led approaches to achieving 
the 'third 90'. Based on these results, LINKAGES will scale-up 
these approaches across the entire program in Malawi.  
(Source: AIDS2020) 

In COP20, all PEPFAR programs are re-

quired to 

 develop, support and fund  

community-led monitoring  or treatment 

services  

in close collaboration with  

independent  civil society organizations and  

host country governments  

http://www.grants.gov
http://www.grants.gov
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmw.usembassy.gov%2Fembassy%2Flilongwe%2Ffunding-opportunities%2Fpepfar-small-grants-program%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSelf-HelpMalawi%40state.gov%7C3b413da069f2443dd99708d80b75614c%7C66cf50745afe48d1a6
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmw.usembassy.gov%2Fembassy%2Flilongwe%2Ffunding-opportunities%2Fpepfar-small-grants-program%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSelf-HelpMalawi%40state.gov%7C3b413da069f2443dd99708d80b75614c%7C66cf50745afe48d1a6
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmw.usembassy.gov%2Fembassy%2Flilongwe%2Ffunding-opportunities%2Fpepfar-small-grants-program%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSelf-HelpMalawi%40state.gov%7C3b413da069f2443dd99708d80b75614c%7C66cf50745afe48d1a6
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CSO Activities in Response to COVID-19 

YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP ON COVID-19 RESPONSE  
(by Chifundo Mndolo, Communications and Advocacy Officer, Youth Wave, Malawi) 
 
Youth Wave is an innovative youth led organization working on HIV & AIDS; Sexual, Reproductive Health 
Rights (SRHR); Mental Health and Gender Equality amongst young people. The organization is using digital 
programming in providing information, building knowledge and awareness’s and capacity building of 
young people to respond to COVID-19 pandemic. So far, the organization has mobilized and trained more 
than 100 people online on Infection Prevention and Control of COVID-19 course offered by the World 
Health Organization and have received certificates.  
 
According to the Executive Director John Nyirenda said they decided to facilitate the online course 
knowing that the youths are critical in showing how innovation, digital tools and collective action can be 
used in combatting global pandemics like COVID-19. He added that all the work was done without any 
donor support and that demonstrates that youths are not just the numbers but the driving force for 
change. The organization recognizes that the old ways of doing things does not work and it will take the 
power of young people to shape their communities. The pandemic has brought a lot of fear, anger, myths 
and misinformation that is why they are using innovative approaches through the digital programming to 
address the information and knowledge gaps. They also partnered with the Ministry of Health - Health 
Education Services that supported them with another online training to advance the comprehensive 
knowledge.  
 
The trainees were drawn from  
youth   development structures  
across the country and are called  
the 2020 COVID-19 change-
makers who are volunteering in 
their communities in providing 
correct and accurate information 
as an entry point to COVID-19  
prevention. One of the trainees, 
Bridgitta Flao, said that; ‘the  
training has already helped her  
to deeply know how to approach 
others with COVID-19 key 
messages in a simplified format.  
 
Youth Wave is also implementing 

Tidziwe Project in Mangochi with 

support from Troicare that aims at increasing knowledge ,improve awareness, access and utilization of 

services on SRH and GBV and accelerate agency and support to prevention and control of COVID-19 

among young people aged 10-35 in Mangochi district. (Photo Credit:  Youth Wave, Malawi) 
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Implementing Partner Efforts in Response to COVID-19: 

One Community reaches CLHIV with support services amidst COVID-19 challenges 

 

“You cannot believe it that my son’s health has improved greatly. I never thought time would come 
when he would be able to go out and play with his friends,” admits his mother, Grace Bitoni, a subsistence 
farmer and her husband Kennedy as they welcome Sandram showing her a place to sit. They all sit down 
for the day’s business at a distance with no usual handshakes, as has been the tradition in previous 
household visits. 
 
Angela Sandram, a Community 
Engagement Facilitator (CEF) for One 
Community (One C) arrives at Ntiza 
Village, five kilometers from Malawi’s 
Chileka International Airport in Blantyre 
district to provide routine home 
services to a Child Living with HIV 
(CLHIV). Ingress Bitoni, 11, tested HIV 
positive in 2016 and has been receiving 
various services from One C’s frontline 
workers. Unlike   her previous visit four 
months ago, Sandram visits the 
household this time wearing a 
facemask. On arrival at the Bitoni 
household, she brings out a bottle of 
sanitizer from her bag and disinfects her 
hands, before sitting down at a spot 
about two meters away from the Bitoni 
family– very unusual. 
      
“We are just following the operating procedures that government has put in place to guide delivery of 
services to our beneficiaries in response to the Coronavirus,” Sandram explains. 
 
A major fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic is the disruption of services at the health facility and within the 
community. Malawi recorded its first three cases of COVID-19 in April this year, and with guidance from 
PEPFAR and USAID, One C modified its service delivery strategies to ensure that the most vulnerable 
populations like CLHIV and  adolescent girls and young women (AGYW) continue to receive essential 
services while frontline workers and communities are protected from the pandemic.  
 
“In terms of quality of the services, we haven’t noticed any differences. One C continues to visit and 
provide us the necessary support. We have only noticed changes in the way they are interacting with us 
but we already know it is because of Coronavirus,” explains Bitoni.  
 
Bitoni’s son, Ingress, continues to enjoy uninterrupted support from One C. Sandram starts her day at this 
household with a health education session covering COVID-19 and how to prevent it, ART adherence, and 
positive parenting tips. On this day, young Ingress is due for a drug refill and checkup at the health facility. 
In company of his stepfather, Kennedy Duncan, he endures the 5km-long journey to Chileka Health 
Centre. 

     CEF Sandram looking at Ingress’s health Passport) 
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There is a queue of other beneficiaries waiting for hospital assistance but Ingress negotiates his way to the 
front seat because of the policy that the health centre has in place.  
 
“All children in Teen Clubs receive special treatment here in that they don’t queue for services,” explains 
Catherine Chibwana, the Clinician at Chileka.  
 
In March, Ingress had a high viral load and was ill most of the time until he was taken to the health center. 
Through adherence support provided by One C Community Resource Person (CRP), Ellena Galeta and 
monitoring by the Chileka Health Centre, Ingress’ his viral load has gone down and he is now enjoying 
good health. 
 
One C has twice supported the Bitoni household with  an nutritious food and other basic household items 
to ensure that Ingress is able to adhere to his medication, and is also supporting the family through its 
village savings and loans (VSL) component to enable the family become economically stable. 
 
Ingress and his household represent the 6,142 children living with HIV and their households that One C is 

currently supporting through case management. 

In addition to essential household visits during COVID-19, One C is reaching its beneficiary populations 
through telephone calls, SMS messages and audio-messages disseminated by community based 
organizations (CBOs) through megaphones.   

Ingress at Health Centre for ART refill; Consent & Photo credit: One Community 
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Multilateral Partners Updates  

Development partners work in solidarity to combat HIV, Malaria and Tuberculosis and now 
COVID-19; which continues to hinder public health and affect long-term economic 
growth.  The need for the AIDS response for example, is around US$290 million per annum; 
however current government contributions for the three diseases is between 6 and 7 percent 
of total financing required.  
 
This edition is devoted to the collective longstanding efforts of multilateral and bilateral assis-
tance. Over the period 2009/10-2014/15, development partners made the largest contribu-
tion to total health expenditure at an annual average of 63 percent, followed by Government 
at 23 percent. The Malawi Government has increased budgetary allocations for health in re-
cent years in line with Malawi’s commitments under the Global Fund Grant.  Information be-
low highlights good news for investments in health. 
 
What’s the latest news on Global Fund to Fight Tuberculosis, AIDS and Malaria? Key an-
nouncements: 
 The Secretariat completed its review of the 2020-2022 TB-HIV and Malaria Funding Re-

quests (FR) and that of the Coronavirus Response Mechanism (C19RM). Both were 
deemed technically and strategically sound overall. The last round of FR clarifications for 
issues identified are due June 29

th
 prior to the grant making. Select program areas that 

present opportunities for greater attention include interventions/services for key popula-
tions, young pregnant women and mothers, and TB-co-infected people living with HIV. 

 For the C19RM, an estimated $19.7 million in immediate funding will be provided to miti-
gate the impact of the coronavirus on HIV, TB, malaria; to reinforce evidence-informed ex-
isting interventions in the response; and make urgent improvements in health and com-
munity systems. 

 
Want to know more about the Health Donors Group? Here is a brief overview and up-
date on leadership. 
 The Health Donor Group (HDG) supports implementation of the National Strategic Plan, 

Health Sector Strategic Plan and coronavirus response. As part of the Health Sector Work-
ing Group, mandated by the Office of the President and Cabinet, HDG organizational 
membership include DFID, WHO, GIZ, UNICEF, UNFPA, GFF, KFW, Norway, and Ministry 
representatives. 

 Goals to harmonize and coordinate health sector develop-
ment partner financial and technical assistance in accord-
ance with the guiding principles of the Development Cor-
poration Strategy for Malawi, bind members together as 
well as coordination of resources and activities. 

 The US Government through participation from Center for 
Disease Control, US Agency for International Development, 
and Department of State, participates in biweekly meet-
ings with HDG constituents and develops joint action 
memos highlighting issues for countrywide consideration. 

 Special recognition goes to World Health Organization 
and DFID in their effective roles as Co-Chairs. Thank you for 
your leadership and service. Well wishes to  DIFID in the 
transition from Vice Chair to Chair this term. 

Any questions, revisions and/or comments about the 

above updates, please email roxou@state.gov 

2020 Consolidated HIV 
Strategic Information 
Guidelines 

WHO recently released the 2020 
Consolidated HIV Strategic Infor-
mation Guidelines. These guide-
lines were developed in collabo-
ration with multilateral stake-
holders including UNAIDS, 
GFATM, and PEPFAR. The docu-
ment is available at this link: 
https://apps.who.int/iris/
bitstream/
handle/10665/331697/9789240
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FY20 Quarter 2 

Program Results 

This table provides a summary of 

results and target achievement 

for key PEPFAR indicators, for 

the period of October 2019-

March 2020.  

There were reporting limitations 

for the January-March 2020 

period due to COVID-19, and 

gaps in data completeness and 

availability. Please note these 

results reflect varied levels of 

completeness, and may not reflect data from all sites, depending on the program indicator. 

 1,772,596 individuals tested for HIV through facility & community based testing modalities 

 56,009 individuals tested positive for HIV, and 53,723 clients newly initiated on treatment  

 809,359 individuals currently receiving ART, and 527,771 ART clients have suppressed viral load  

 287,438 pregnant women with known HIV status at first antenatal care, and 19,630 pregnant women with 

positive HIV status 

 13,583 HIV-positive pregnant women receiving ART to reduce the risk of mother-to-child transmission during 

pregnancy 

 57,181 males circumcised as part of  the voluntary medical male circumcision for HIV prevention  

Please see the 

PEPFAR 

Monitoring, 

Evaluation, and 

Reference Guide 

for more 

information or 

contact PEPFAR 

SI Advisor, 

Stephanie Hess, 

at 

HessS@state.gov 

with any 

questions. 

In the next issue….. 

 PEPFAR COVID-19    

Response Efforts  

 AIDS 2020 Spot-

light 

 Faces of HIV im-

plementation and 

Advocacy  

https://www.state.gov/pepfar-fiscal-year-2020-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting-guidance/
https://www.state.gov/pepfar-fiscal-year-2020-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting-guidance/
https://www.state.gov/pepfar-fiscal-year-2020-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting-guidance/
https://www.state.gov/pepfar-fiscal-year-2020-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting-guidance/

